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Defining Bioenergy.

� Renewable energy in the form of heat, electricity or motion that is 

derived from biological sources. 

� It is generated by ‘biomass’ energy systems that produce heat 

and/or  electricity as well as  liquid 'biofuels' for transportation.  

� Sources of bioenergy include virgin wood, wood waste, agricultural 

residues, energy crops, food waste and industrial waste and co-

products, such as from the whisky industry, and even bioenergy 

from marine algae. 

� The emphasis is on bioenergy resources that are local and 

sustainable. 



What is a Bioenergy Region?

Put very simply, a Bioenergy Region is a co-ordinated effort to 

support the development of a bioenergy sector within a clearly 

defined geographical area to meet sustainable development 

objectives. 

The Scottish Government defines the goal of sustainable development as: 

‘enabling all people throughout the world to satisfy their basic needs and 

enjoy a better quality of life without compromising the quality of life of future 

generations'. 



What is the Highlands and Islands Bioenergy Region?

� It is a partnership – it is open and inclusive – collaboration is 

key.

� It aims to create a strong, vibrant and sustainable economy 

for the benefit of the people of the region and to reduce 

dependency on imported energy by promoting the 

sustainable use of local bioenergy.

� It is a first for Scotland and aims to lead the way in cohesive 

regional energy planning to meet sustainable development 

objectives.



Who is involved?

� Initiation and development led by the University of the 

Highlands and Islands supported by a steering group.

� Steering group comprises: Agronomy Institute (UHI Orkney), 

ALIenergy, AVC Group, Burns, Burns and Burns Forestry 

Contractors, Community Energy Scotland, ERI (UHI North 

Highland), Highland Birchwoods, Highland Council, Highland 

Heat and Power, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, HW Energy, 

Inverness College UHI, SAMS UHI, Scottish Land and Estates, 

University of the Highlands and Islands.



Some ambitions:

� Bring together all those with an interest in bioenergy to develop and 
implement innovative ideas for bioenergy production and use. 

� Collectively promote and demonstrate the economic, environmental and 
social benefits of using local bioenergy.

� Create a supportive environment to encourage local entrepreneurship and 
establish clusters of bioenergy companies and activities, maximising 
opportunities for job creation.

� Influence legislation, policy and strategies at the local, national and EU level 
to enable regional transformation through the development of a bioenergy 
economy.

� Promote knowledge exchange with other parts of Scotland and the UK and 
work closely with partners in Europe to ensure that the Highlands and 
Islands region is at the forefront of the bioenergy industry.



Initial Activities.

� Establishment of stand alone membership organisation, 
business planning and development of an action plan – by 31 
December 2012.

� In the meantime a few key initiatives will be developed 
including a UHI-led Bioenergy Research Centre, major 
conference (likely 2013) and small events, eco-tourism of 
Bioenergy sites, collaborative marketing and promotion of all 
bioenergy activities in the Region.

� Key is broadening the number of supporters to enable us to 
demonstrate enthusiasm from the sector to potential initial 
funders.



Embedding a culture of co-operation and innovation.

� We are a HUGE, but small region.

� Collaborating can enable us to punch above our weight.

� Working together towards a common objective is much more 
powerful than individual companies and organisations working in 
isolation.

� Collaboration offers an increased opportunity to stimulate 
innovation and mutual support gives confidence to implement 
ideas.

� If this is successful it will be a win-win situation for everyone and 
the environment on which we all depend. 

� But we need people to put aside any fears of working with 
competitors, to come under our umbrella, and work together to 
ensure success.



The University of the Highlands and Islands Energy Research Group is supported by (2009-12):

Get Involved:
Sign the Declaration. Collaborate.

Help make it happen.

Blog: bioenergyhi.wordpress.com

Email: Elaine.Morrison@uhi.ac.uk


